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The Greenwood Centre on School Road, Hampton Hill. You enter through the alley on the right(see sign on wall)and exit through the main door A

Forthose of us directed to the Greenwood Centre in Hampton Hill for Inside...
our Covid-19jabs hereisapicture of its frontage. Locatedinaside Notes from the Chair page 2
road, School Road, off another side road, Windmill Road, it's possible News pages?2, 5 & 4

- . Committee members page 3
you could be unfamiliar with itunless you attended classes there. Event news page 4

A SchoolRoad from Windmill Road in Hampton Hill. The Centre is seen just to theright. Spring FlowersinKings Paddock A

Fisher’s Pond dredging works, see

Apparently, patients from Hampton's two doctors’surgeries, the Hampton Medical Notes from the Chair on page 2 W

Centre(Lansdowne)and Broad Lane practices have been so directed because of
the Greenwood's easy separation of entrance and exit, reducing the possibility
of contamination as‘vaccinatees'move smoothly through. You can be inand out
within ten minutes, sleeve rolled down again and clutching an explanatory leaflet
giventoyouon leaving. Kindness and efficiency are what you'llremember.

Indeed, so efficient was the service the day | attended, 400 people out of adaily
quotaof 600 had already been vaccinated by noon.

Parkingis admittedly difficult, so for the sake of afew minutes, havingadriverto
dropyou off helps. Blue badge holders can ask the marshals outside for helpin
parking. Allin all, whenyour time comes, have no fears, just reassurance. MW




Notes from the Chair

Withthe light getting brighter onthe horizon,
both seasonally and metaphorically, |lhope you
areallkeepingwell.

Have you noticed all the work being done on the waterways around Fisher’s Pond
in Bushy Park’s Woodland Gardens? On my daily walks, | have been fascinated to see
the birds bemused by the heavy machinery and the easier access to tasty morsels
caused by the dredging. The work is to improve the flow and quality of the water

7 by removing the build-up of sediment.
| Thisisall part of The Royal Parks
Mission: Invertebrate project that | have
beenhearingabout on theirregular
i Podcast https://bit.ly/3kTf7u3.

The gardensare alsolooking alittle bare
atthe moment due to the clearing of the
¥ Rhododendron ponticums, a non-native
invasive species beingremoved

i toimprove the site’secology.

COVID-19 Community Champion

I have volunteered to represent the Society in this capacity. The aimisto share
relevant information with you through this newsletter and by email. If you have been
offered avaccine(at time of publication this covers ages 56 and above), | would
encourage you to arrange one through the national booking service, which can be
accessed at the NHS website. The system allows patients to choose atime slot and
location that suits them. Anyone unable to book online can call 119 free of charge,
anytime between 7amand 11pm, seven days a week.

Vaccine Myth Busting: Myth: The vaccine can give you COVID-19

Facl: Some vaccines contain the germs that cause the disease they are immunising
against, but they have beenkilled or weakened to the point that they don't make you
sick. Butinthe case of acoronavirus vaccine, none of the vaccines contain alive
coronavirus, and they therefore cant give you a coronavirus infection.

Meal ‘Irain - all aboard for helping out

Through friends of ours that have found themselvesin difficult circumstances,

I have become aware of an innovative ‘crowdsourcing’ online platform that helps
schedule and organise homemade meal-giving for other people. If youare trying to
help your friend, family or associates through a difficult time, this might be for you.
By managing contributions, the person you are helping can say what meals they do
ordon'tlike and your friendship group can see when each of you are providing for
them. Sounds really helpful. Find out more at mealtrain.com.

The New Baron of Hampton

Iread in the excellent Hompton Guide, that drops through our doors twice ayear,

that we now have nobility in Hampton, sort of. Evgeny Lebedev, who has lived in
England since the age of eight and owns the Evening Standard and the Independent
newspapers has chosen the title'Baron Lebedev of Hamptonin the London Borough
of Richmond upon Thames and of Siberiain the Russian Federation’. Prime minister
Boris Johnson offered the multi-millionaire media magnate a cross-bench peerage
for services to both the mediaindustry and also charities, including the Evening
Standard’s Dispossessed Fund(£13 million +)and the Raisa Gorbachev Foundation
(E10 million+). The 40yearold lives in Stud House in Home Park. «

Ilook forwardto seeingyou all soon. =
Kind regards, William Redfern, Chair W’“M"
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Obituary
John Shankster

Many of youwillrecallJohn's
boyhood escapade to the Victory
inEurope celebrationsoutside
BuckinghamPalacein 1945
(SummerNewsletter 2020).

Johndiedrecentlyaged 88, leaving
uswithal3-yearold's take onthe
most popular event of those wartime
years: the end of them. You canread
asummary at the end of this piece.

AsaboyJohnwentto Hammersmith
Schoolof Artandlatertrainedasa
draughtsmanand engineer, working
asaconsultantoncontractsas
varied as the Palace of Westminster
andthe Shah of Iran’s palace to

H.M. Prison Lewes and the steel
mills of South Wales.

Aquietmanwho lovedachatand
listening to other people’s opinions,
Johnalso enjoyed travel, history and
music. What'smore he sailed hisown
‘Jonosboat'at Hampton Sailing Club.
With sonsJonathanand Chris, he
sailed Jonathan's ketch’Dedushka’
backandforthacrossthe Channel.

With his brother Len, he sailedin
Scotland’s Western Isles and further
afield inthe Mediterraneanandthe
Caribbean.

OvertheyearsdJohnlovedto paint
and draw and attended various art
classesand groups. He wasalsoa
prolific potter, and since retiring
joined the Sunbury Art Group,
organisingaFriday morning class
where his draughtsmanship was
much appreciated.

Johnmarried Rosemaryin 1961,
moving to Hamptonin 1866. Allwho
knew him will miss him greatly.

I promised you a summary of what
happenedtoJohnand Len after theyd
had their fill of seeing the royal family
and Winston Churchill from the railings
of Buck House. Falling darkness
reminded them a street bonfire back
home in Hammersmith was planned so
they caught the bus back home.


https://bit.ly/3kTf7u3
http://www.mealtrain.com

Ring for the Fire Brigade! About your
Inretrospect, when five committee

firemenfiledinto my front The committee isthe governing body
garden itseemedld escaped of The Hampton Society. It consists

of elected officersand up to six
intoan episode of Trumpton. committee members. We meet four
timesayeartodiscusscurrentissues
that affect the community to see
where we can make a contribution.
We also organise talks, visitsand

eventsforourmembers.

‘Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert’
came to mind from the 1967 children’s
TV series. Only ‘Dibble’and ‘Grubb’
were missing. Was that'Captain Flack'
directing operations at my front gate,
ordering the fire engine’s driver to stay in his cab as they could manage this one?

Any member of the Society is eligible
tojointhe committee and can stand
forelectionat our Annual General
Meetingin April or be co-opted
duringtheyear. If you are interested
injoining the committee and playing
apartinthe Societyand Hampton's
development, please contact the
secretary below.

G

Of course they could. “It'sonlyaring!” | protested. “l cant get it off my finger”.

Iwas only following Teddington Hospital'sinstructions to call in the fire brigade
because the Pandemic meant they couldn't get their ownring-cutter repaired.
Sufferers of fat fingers were being directed to Twickenham Fire Service instead.
It was afairly frequent occurrence.

Committee members
Chair

William Redfern 020 8286 7071
Deputy chair

lacopo Sassi077616709M

Sure enough, “We'llbe there in ten minutes” promised the Firemen from Fulwell.
Andthey were: the men from White Watch in full uniform, masked but happily
minus helmets - or hoses. “We have to be prepared tobe sentontoareal
emergency”explained’Captain Flack’. Obviously, returning to base could
wellbe wasted time.

Image from Trumpton courtesy of Gordon Murray(Trumptonshire)Ltd. A

Secretary
-asg;:—g-: Meanwhile'Pugh, Pugh, Barney Rosemary Hill 020 8973 3604
r-r-r) McGrew and Cuthbert'took up position Treasurer
~ inmykitchen, advising me to sit Brian Brignall 020 8979 9499
down withmyarmonthe table, hand Membership
" raised, while ‘Grubb’-master of the Linda Brignall 0208979 9499
ring-cutter -took aimto murmurs Newsletter editor
of encouragement from his fellows Maura Waters 020 8979 9654
(this must have been such awelcome Planning
' diversionary activity forafireman). In SylviaBridge Le Cluse 02089414450
seconds, my finger was free and four Other committee members
A White Watch(photographedin 2016) firemen filed out to the waiting fire Alice Fordham 020 8979 3543

Lesley Cesenek 07540 342813

. . e . . Contactusat enquiries
Apparently, Twickenham Fire Service findit's all ina day’s work to release rings @thehamptonsociety.org.uk

fromfingers orwatches from wrists. It really does average out at about once a
day. Sometimes sufferers with sense turn up at their Fulwell HQ, clearly depriving
themselves of alittle dramain their lives of Lockdown while we endure Covid-19.

engine parked across my neighbour’s drive. My thanks go to White Watch.

Update on

But what about my ring, now intwo neat halves? Sorry to say it wasn't valuable: Member Shlp

not one precious diamond chip. A plain silver band I'd bought for £2 in Portobello Over 84% of our
members now pay by

Market years ago which the vendor assured me was genuine, despite bearing no
qualifying hallmark. “The Assay office in Birmingham is snowed under, they're just - ,
too busytodothe smallones”. Pityit only received genuine attention at the end of annual Standlng Order

its life. But what a way to go! Maura Waters Wewouldreallyappreciate itif you do
not currently pay by Standing Order to

consider doing so whenyou come to
renew your membership this April.

Obituary idealocally(see Spring Newsletter 2020). Awarm welcome to our new members.
Pat Schooling Pat saw room forimprovement throughout
the borough, and Hampton soon became o
Every time weadmireahangingbasket of awinning candidate in the varied classes @
flowersonastreetlamporabovealocalshop ~ of awards withineach suburb: domestic 4
frontage, it'sPat Schoolingwe havetothank.  dardens, businesses andschools. In 2019, Washyour  Wear aface Give
forinstance, Hampton won three of them for hands covering space
Pat diedrecently at 93 after retiring from our gardens and another for Hampton Pool. Newsletter production:
her self-appointed task of encouraging Two years earlier our schools provided five Edited by Maura Waters.
Richmond Counciltoadopt the BritainInBloom  winnersin their section. Designed and produced by William Redfern

02082867071.
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http://www.williamredfern.co.uk

News

Wwindfall For Stables

Flushed with the success of a £1 million‘crowdfunding’ effort to save Park Lane Stablesin Teddington,

manager Natalie O'Rourke can now afford to be more ambitious.

More grazingland for 23 horses, anarena
fordisabledridersand coachdriving sessions
could all be afforded should more funds
become available.

The threat of closure loomed for Park Lane
when theirlandlord decided to sell the

property. Half their million-pound target had
beenraised, but when the BBC Breakfast TV
programme aired the story, as did two London
TV newscasts later the same day, the target
was toppled by nearly £350k. Gift Aid also raised
£227k forthe cause.

“We still welcome any extra support” says
Natalie."We're a charity with ongoing costs
andeverylittle really does help”. iiE

< "Nocarrot?'llmake-do by licking your cheek!”

Events
calendar

Ourtalksarefree
tomembersbut
please bring your
membership cards

Duetothe popularity
of ourtalks and events
andthesize of our
venues, we may have
toturnpeople away
ifwerunoutofroom.
Arrive early to avoid
disappointment.

No email
address?

If youwant to
beinformed of
the latest event
informationbut
don'thaveaccess
toacomputer,
please contact
Alice Fordhamon
02089793543 and
she willtry to call
youdirectly.
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Summer Party in 20217

We've pencilled in a provisional date for our summer
party at Hampton Sailing Club for Friday, 25 June,
only four days after the Government’s relaxation

of the Pandemicrestrictions which have so

blighted ourlives forayear.

Of course we must be prepared for many a slip
between Marchand June, but at least we'llhave time

to give you plenty of notice both on our website www.

thehamptonsociety.org.uk nearerthe time, by
email”andin our Summer2021issue, duein
earlyJune.

Accordingtothe Daily Telegraph, “June will likely see
thelifting of remaining restrictions on numbers and
social contact, allowingmuch larger numbers to
congregate again”. Itgoesontowarn

“The Government's document predicts there will

be nolegallimits on people socialising together by
the end of June. The date is the earliest possible
timerules could be eased, and any setbackin the
vaccination programme or more variants could push
that date back.”

So, modified rapture, | think. But we must think
positively...

Zoom Talks

Because of Pandemicrestrictions we branched
outinto Zoomtalksinthe autumnranging fromthe
Windsor Beauties paintings of Restoration England,
tothe postponed Battle of Britain, and lately Henry
VllI'sart collection. The latest offeringon Zoom was
‘Boatyardsand Bands, Artistsand Inventors’, a take
on life on Twickenham’s Eel Pie Island on 10 March.

Although thislast talkis too late for Newsletter
readers, but we can maybe look forward to seeing
each otherataSummer Party thisyear afterall!

Important Notice
Regarding email Addresses

*If you are not receiving reqular notices by
email onbreakinginformation and events that we
manage to organise between printed newsletters,
it may be because you have not notified us with
your email address or that it might have changed
towhat we have onrecord. If you think this
isthe case, please send your details to
enquiries@thehamptonsociety.org.uk, or
contact LindaBrignall on 020 89799499 . You
canalsofindalinkto our latest email newsletters
atthe bottom of the home page of our website,
www.thehamptonsociety.org.uk.

Finally, please add enquiries@thehamptonsociety.
org.uktoyourtrusted’contactsand address book
so that our messages don't get filtered out of your
inbox. Thank you.

Please visit our website: www.thehamptonsociety.org.uk
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